PARLIAMENTARY   REPUBLIC
all classes, and freedom of association for the trade unions. They
handed over the election of the main and his assistants (adjoints)
to the municipal council in all towns except Paris -- a far-reaching
reform, for the elected main still possessed the same powers of
maintaining public order as he had exercised as delegate of the
Government. Thus officials elected by the people acquired a
share in the local control of public affairs, a share which was
considerable in the large towns. Though the 'administrative
tutelage' (tutelle) of the prefect over the commune has never been
abolished, the municipal government has become de facto semi-
autonomous,
The republican left, having gained a crushing majority, split
into two sections. The mass of the former groups, combined in
a single party known first as 'Moderate9 and after 1898 as 'Pro-
gressive* (progressiste), though dubbed 'opportunist* by its oppo-
nents was gradually drawn towards the right and thrown back
upon a policy of republican conservatism in the course of its
struggle against new groups of more decidedly democratic ten-
dencies. The Radical group, resuming the old name adopted in
1869 by Gambetta, revived the articles of the programme aban-
doned by the Moderates: revision of the Constitution, the income-
tax, and separation of Church and State. The Radical-Socialist
group supplemented these by certain reforms called for by the
Socialists, who were as yet too weak to elect deputies of their own,
The union of all republicans, restored for a time in 1889 as
a means of resistance to the coalition between the right and the
small nationalist party formed in Paris under the name of General
Boulanger, ended for good in 1895, and from that time onwards
the Progressive party, attracting to itself'electors who had formerly
voted for the right, was in permanent conflict with the new left
formed of the Radicals and Radical-Socialists and reinforced by
the new Socialist party. The Socialists, originally split up into
small separate groups by the rivalries between their leaders, had
drawn together in a federation that left each group its autonomy;
in 1898 this entered into an alliance with the groups of the left
against the nationalist agitation arising out of the Dreyfus affair,
This alliance was the origin of the Bloc des Gauehes (coalition
of the parties of the left), formed after 1902, which reduced the
term of military service to two years, suppressed all the unauthorized
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